
  
PRISON MINISTRY

Our evangelism goals for 2017 
include expanding our prison 
ministry team into the local 
public hospital to evangelize the 
patients there.  We will also take 
the patients used clothing and 
shoes that are donated when our 
short term missions teams come 
to see us here in the Dominican 
Republic.  Because our Annual 
Vision Banquet, held February 4, 
2017 was so successful, we are 
also ordering 10 more cases of 
Bibles so we can be equipped 
when we head into the hospital. 
Here are a few pictures from our 
last service held at the local jail.  
Bill and I reached out to the 
pastor of the jail several years 
ago and he didn't seem interested 
in joining forces with us as we 
ministered there every 6 weeks.  
Keila and Yefri decided to try 
one more time to meet with him 
to see if we could all work 
together so when prisoners gave 
their lives to the Lord they could 
be discipled by their local pastor.  
There has never been a way for 
us to connect them because we 
minister to over 800 prisoners.  
We would encourage them to get 
in contact with their local pastor 
when they got out so they could 
attend services at the closest 
church to where they live.  
Discipling all new converts has 
always been our main goal in the 
evangelism program but with the 
jail situation being what it was, 
with so many attending the 
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services, we never really knew if 
they did reach out to their pastor 
once they left the jail.  Joining 
forces with the jail chaplain gives 
us added strength to follow up on 
them.  When our team went into 
the jail in February, they led 12 
people to the Lord.  They all got 
Bibles and the jail chaplain will 
be there on a regular basis to 
teach those who are there long 
term.  He invited a guest pastor 
from Santo Domingo this time 
and the prisoners really enjoyed 
his preaching.  

 

Prisoners lining up to receive 
their gift of soap

Keila blessing each 
prisoner with soap

Guest Pastor from Santo 
Domingo holding service

Our team participating with 
prisoners in worship



OUR 15TH ANNUAL      
VISION BANQUET

We had been encouraged for 
m a n y y e a r s t o o f f e r a 
complimentary dinner at our 
annual banquet.  We knew most 
domestic ministries in the tri-
county area did just that .  
However, for us, being an 
international ministry, we were 
never quite comfortable with it.  I 
remember praying in November, 
asking the Lord to make this 
year's banquet the biggest yet.  It 
was a faith prayer because at that 
p o i n t , w e o n l y h a d 1 8 
reservations.  Generally our 
banquets have approximately 110 
in attendance.  By Christmas, we 
only had around 30.  Although 
Christmas is a very busy time of 
year, our numbers were always 
closer to 60.  Bill and I talked 
about why the numbers were 
down and basically it was 
because our ability to do "Public 
Relations" drastically changed 
when he had his first stroke.  
When he had his second stroke, 
we pretty much didn't have any 
public relations.  We spent the 
bulk of our time running the 
ministry, trying to work around  
our new normal.  The ministry 
continued to grow but our 
support base began to shrink.  
Some moved south and began a 
new season.  Some went home to 
be with the Lord.  We needed 
new faces and new supporters.  
And that's just not easy to obtain.  
An underwriter stepped up, called 
us to meet for lunch and offered 
help in paying for the food.  
That's really all we needed, I 
s u p p o s e , w a s s o m e t h i n g 
tanglible.  God was moving to 
answer another prayer of ours; let 
this year be the biggest banquet 
ever.  Bill and I could talk for 
hours about the answered prayers 
we've received over the years.  
Literally hours.  One great story 
happened the first year we came 
back to be with family for the 
holidays.  We had no home.  
Dear friends opened up their 
beautiful home and allowed us to 
stay with them for 8 weeks, 
another answered prayer.  Also, 
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Bill had been praying for a water 
truck which was going to cost 
$23,000. At the end of our visit, 
we had raised around $4,000. On 
our very last Sunday, we went to 
our home church, Pleasant Valley, 
who has been our spiritual 
covering all these years.  After 
the service, a man handed me a 
note and it said, "Please contact 
me.  I'm a local doctor and I only 
come to PV one Sunday a month.  
I would like to help your 
ministry."  Bill and I thought, 
"How nice of him.  I'll bet he can 
give us some antibiotics that we 
so desperately need down there."  
The day that Bill and the doctor 
were to meet, we had the worst 
snow storm that winter.  Bill 
contacted him and asked if he 
thought he could still make it and 
he said he could.  They met and 
Bill told him what we were 
hoping to do when we went back 
and he gave Bill a check for 
$23,000 for the water truck.  All 
through the years, and we are in 
our 18th year, we have had 
prayer after prayer answered.  I 
kept a journal and read it one 
year to music at Pleasant Valley.  
It took around 5 minutes to read 
all the prayer requests we took to 
the Lord and the date they were 
answered.  Another prayer we 
prayed on a continual basis, right 
from the very beginning was, we 
asked the Lord to give us the 
wisdom to teach and guide 
whatever Dominicans he brought 
to us, to train them up into 
leadership roles.  We did that 
from the very beginning and in 
2011 when Bill had his first 
stroke, they all stepped up.  Then 
when he had the second stroke, 
more stepped up.  Today Bill and 
I travel back and forth, staying a 
few months at a time because our 
leadership team is so strong.  
Keila has 13 leaders under her 
teaching the widows every week 
at a Bible study, letting us know 
when there is a significant need.  
She also has 4 others under her 
who help teach the house-bound 
ones, pack and deliver the food, 
as well as take blood pressures 
and sugar readings.  Only by the 
grace of God, along with these 

leaders, can we make the widow 
program a solid, helpful blessing 
to so many.  We recently hired 
Johan who g rew up wi th 
Nicholas.  Johan approached us 2 
years ago asking if there was a 
place for him here in the ministry.  
At that time, there wasn't.  Just 
recently a position opened up and 
he started working with us.  
Johan prayed for over 2 years for 
the Lord to provide a way for him 
to work in our ministry and God 
answered that prayer, for both of 
us.  He was trained by another 
ministry in town and knows how 
to do so much, is willing to do 
whatever it takes and is excited 
about helping Bi l l in the 
evangelism program this year.  
That will be our main focus 
where we are asking the Lord for 
the most growth.  Back to the 
banquet. We had approached 
about 30 people and asked them 
t o h o s t a t a b l e , w i t h a 
complimentary dinner. Around 
January 15th, reservations were 
pouring in with some of our table 
hosts actually filling 2 tables.   
We went from our usual 110 to 
252 reservations.  Generally 
speaking, statistics show that 
around 30% may not be able to 
come.  We prayed and asked the 
Lord to bring in the new people.  
The week of the banquet, 7 
people called and said they could 
not make it.  From what we saw 
that evening, there were only 2 
seats empty.  Our no show rate 
was round 3%, no t 30%. 
Originally, we told our first 
underwriter we would LOVE to 
raise $25,000.  The most amazing 
part of the evening was, not only 
did we raise $25,000, but we 
exceeded tha t by $3 ,000 , 
bringing in a total of $28,000!  
There was not one part of the 
banquet that was not under-
written.  We were approached by 
several people who wanted to 
help.  Every plate, every napkin, 
every pen, every centerpiece was 
covered.  Every donation that 
came in has gone directly into the 
ministry for 2017. Once again, 
God answered my prayer when I 
asked him to make this the 
biggest banquet yet. 

SPECIAL REQUEST:  Bill is looking for anyone who may 
have knowledge about solar and windmill power.  Please 
contact us at 330-448-8234 and leave a message.  We     
will call you as soon as we are able.  Thank You!


